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Poon pr. Dirend: © od a eet eae 
Y have been working salt APN eh as RN aa 
hoard of silver coins made of bent wire, from Ceylon. Rope. 4: 
These pieces are stamped from dies most of which are = 
eut in the regular manner with an engraving tool. I> “s Dre a 
have, however, come across a few dozen pieces, some —— thoy 
vith very rude designs or crude attempts at lettering, | : 
ete., that give me the impression that the dies used to 
stam these were not cut by an engraving tool but were 
etched. ‘They are very shallow and the raised parts AND eae i 
present an absolutely flat surface and the edges of these | 
designs are very ragged, presenting exactly the_ eppear- > : 
ance as if the design had been etched. Do you mowif = 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth century in India and m4 
especially in Cyylon the various local silver smiths: 
could heave employed this method of. making their Stamps 
to impress upon these wire soins? None of the coins 
were governmental but were made locally for trading | 
purposes. I beg to remain, 


Very truly yours, = rae a 
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